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| Sic plerumſz agitat flulros inſcitia veri, & | 


Palantes error certo de tramite pellits 3 


Le ſoniftrorſum, hic deorſum abit, unus urig 
. ſed variis illudit partibus omne t. 


" 


A. Baldwin at the Oxford Arms 
in 10 arwick, Lane. MOCCIX. 
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Natural Hiſtory 
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SUPERSTITION. 


F any Man ſurveys and contemplates 
the Viſible World, the great and glo- 
rious body of the Sun, many thou- 
ſand times bigger than the Earth, its 
immence diſtance from us, this Globe 
on which we live, and numerous other 
Planets moving about it, and receiving 
Vital warmth and Nouriſhment from its 
Beams; if he purſues and agrandizes this 
Idea, by conſidering the much greater 
Diſtance and Magnitude of the Fixt- Stars, 

in all probability ſo many Suns, with each 
their particular ſy ſtem of Worlds, and In- 
habitants, and the frequent diſcovety of 
new ones, by the Invention of better 
A e 
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Glaſſes and Teleſcopes; how muſt he ad- 
mire and adore the Power of God, Who 
has given being and motion to ſuch vaſt 
Machines, created them of ſuch figure and 
magnitude, diſpoſed them in ſuchꝶ order, 

placed them at ſuch diſtances, gave them 
ſuch proper and ſuitable motions, as oblige 
them to perform the regular and ordinary 
- purpoſes of his Providence, without the 
_ conſtant and momentary interpoſition of 
his Power. 

Nor is it leſs conſpicuous in the forme- 
tion of inferiour Animals, m this little 
part of the World in which we live, whoſe 
Parts are ſo adapted and diſpoſed by his. 
' All-wiſe Providence, as by the neceſſity of 
their own Natures to perform the functions 
and operations of their Beings: Hence we 
ſee that univerſal Harmony in all Creatures 
of the ſame Species; they have the ſame 
hopes and deſites, the ſame fears and aver- 
ſions; ſome kinds have intrepid Courage, 

others Pannick Fears; Nature directs ſome 
to force and violence, others to flight and 
cunning; ſome prey upon Fleſh, ſome live 
upon Fruits and Seeds, others upon Graſs 
and Vegitables; Birds of the fame kind 


4 build cheir Neſts with the ſame Contrivance, 


and the ſame Materials; all Creatures of 


. the lame kind defend themſelves with the h 


ſame 
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ſame Addreſs and Cunning, and are caught 


and trapan'd by the ſame Wiles and Arti- 


 fices, and generate others like them as na- 


turally and neceſſarily as a Tree or Vegetable 
is produced from its Seed, with ſome little 
difference in individuals, owing probably 


to the circumſtance of ſoil, food, peculiar 


accidents, or ſomething perhaps parti- 
cular in the formation of each Syſtem. 


His partiality to Mankind has not hindred 


him from forming our Bodies in the ſame 
manner and of the ſame Materials; he has gi - 
ven us the ſame Springs of Vital Motion, the 


ſame Nerves, Tendons, Veins and Arteries, 
the like diſpoſition and organization of our 
Brains, and conſequently the like faculties 
of Seeing, Feeling, Hearing, Taſting and 
Smelling, the ſame ſenſations of Pleaſure 
and Pain, alike Deſires and Averſions, alike 
Hopes and Fears; we have the ſame way 
of coming into the World, and the ſame 
ways of going out of it. Nor can it be 
denied that in many reſpects we are ex- 
celled by inferiour Creatures in the organi- 
zation of our Bodies, as ſome are Stronger, 
others more Active, ſome Bolder, others of 
longer Continuance; moſt kinds ſurpaſs 
us in the Acuteneſs of one or more of our 
Senſes, and ſome in all of them. 
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a a ſtate of immortal Happineſs to th 
rewards attending a Juſt and Virtuous Life. 
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But we have ample amends made us in 
the Faculties of our Souls, which makes 
it evident we were deſigned for nobler 


- Uſes ; for whereas other Animals appear to 
have no thoughts or deſires above their 


quotidian Food, Eaſe, Diverſions, or 
Luſts, Men have viſibly larger and more 
extenſive views, as not only from the or- 
dinary and regular Syſtem of the Univerſe 


to carry their Minds to the great Creator, 


but to infer from thence the Duty and 
Obedience owing to him, and the Juſtice, 
Compaſſion, Love and Aſſiſtance owing to 
one another. And ſince the defect and nar- 
rowneſs of our natural Capacities has left 
ns in the Dark about a Future State, his 


_ abundant goodriefs has amply ſupplyed the 


ſhortneſs of our knowledge with Divine 
Revelation, and has diſcovered = annex'd 
he natural 


But as there is no perfection in this frail 


State, nor any excellency without ſome 
defect accompanying it, ſo theſe noble facul- 
ties of the Mind have miſled and betrayed 
us into Suherſtition, as appears in that 


notwithſtanding we are abundantly cauti- 
oned not to miſtake the Impoſtares of pre- 
tended Prophets, the Frauds of Prieſts, 
and the Dreams and Viſions of „ 

£ þ for 
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for Heavenly Revelations, and our own 


infirmities and pannick fears for Divine 
Impulſes, yet the Fables of the Heathens, 


the Alchoran of Mabomet, the more groſs 
and impious Forgeries of the Papiſts, and 


the Frauds and Follies of ſome who call 
themſelves Proteſtants, have ſo far prevailed 
over genuine Chriſtianity, that the Righte- 
ous and Faithful are but like the Gold to the 
Earth, which could not have thus happened 
in all Ages, unleſs ſomething innate in our 


Conſtitutions made us eaſily to be ſuſcep- 


tible of wrong Impreſſions, ſubject to Pan- 


nick Fears, and prone to Superſtition and 


Error, and therefore it is incumbent upon 


us, firſt of all to examine into the frame and 


conſtitution of our own Bodies, and ſearch 
into the cauſes of our Paſſions and Infirmi- 
ties, for till we know from what Source or 
Principle we are ſo apt to be deceived by 


others, and by our ſelves, we can never be 


capable of true Knowledge, much leſs of 
true Religion, which is the perfection of it. 

I take this wholly to proceed from our 
-ignorance of Cauſes, and yet curioſity to 
know them, it being impoſſible for any 
Man ſo far to diveſt himſelf of concern for 
his own Happineſs, as not to endeavour to 
promote it, and conſequently to avoid 
what he thinks may hurt him; and — 
Oi there 
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—. 


fince the Divine Providence has for the 
moſt part hid the Cauſes of Things which 
chiefly concern us from our View, we muſt 
either entirely abandon the enquiry, or 


ſubſtitute ſuch in their room, as our. own 


Imaginations or Prejudices ſuggeſt to us, 


or take the Words of others whom we 


think Wiſer than our ſelves, and as we 
believe have no intent to deceive us. 


To theſe Weakneſſes of our own, and 
Frauds of others, we owe the Heathen 


Gods and Goddeſſes, Oracles and Prophets, 
Nimphs and Satyrs, Fawns and Tritons, 


_ -Furies and Demons, moſt of the Stories of 
Conjurers and Witches, Spirits and Appari- 


tions, Fairies and Hobgoblins, the Doctrine 
of Prognoſticks, the numerous ways of Di- 


wination, viz. Oniromancy, Sideromancy, 


Tephranomancy, Botonomancy, Crommyo- 


mancy. Cleromancy, Aeromancy, Onomato- 
mancy, Arithmomancy, Geomancy, Alectry- 


omancy, Cephalomancy, Axinomancy, Co- 
ſcinomancy, Hydromancy, Onychomancy, 
Dattylomancy, Chriſtal lomancy, Cataptro- 


mancy, Gaſtromancy, Lecanomancy, Alphi- 
tomancy, Chiromancy, Orneomancy and 


Necro- 


— CC ISEIY — 


there muſt be cauſes in Nature for every 
thing that does or will happen, either here 
or hereafter, it is hard to avoid ſollicitude 
till we think we know them, and therefore 


our own Brains (which have no exiſtence 


% 
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f Superſtition. II 
Necromancy, Horoſcopy, Aſtrology and Au- 
gury, Metopoſcopy and Palmiſtry, the fear 
of Eclipſes, Comets, Meteors, Earthquakes, 
Inundations, and any uncommon Appear- 
ances, though ever ſo much depending upon 
Natural and Neceſſary Cauſes, nor are there 
wanting People otherwiſe of good under- 
ſtanding, who are affected with the falling 
of a Salt-Seller, croſſing of a Hare, croaking 
of a Raven, howling of Dogs, ſcreaching 
of Owls, the motion of Worms in a Bed- 
freed, miſtaken for Death-Watches, and 
other as ſenſles and trifling Accidents. | 

Tis this Ignorance of Cauſes, Cc. ſubjects 
us to miſtake the Phantaſms and Images of 


any where elſe) for real Beings, and ſub- 
ſiſting without us, as in Dreams where we 
{ee Perſons and Things, feel Pain and Plea- 


ſure, form Deſigns, hear and make Diſ- 


courſes, and ſometimes the Objects are re- 
preſented ſo Lively to our Fancies, and the 


. Impreſſions ſo Strong, that it would be 
hard to diſtinguiſh them from Realities, if 
we did not find our ſelves in Bed. 


But if a Melancholy Man fitting by him- 
felf in a doleful Mood, with his Brains 


brooding upon Viſions and Revelations, 


fhould careleſly nod himſelf half a Sleep, 


and his Imagination having received a 


vigorous 
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vigorous repr 


entation of an Angel de- 
lirering a Meſſage to him, ſhould Wake 
in a Surprize, without having obſerved 
his own Sleeping ( as often happens) I 
cannot ſee how he ſhould diſtinguiſh it 
from a Divine Viſion. 1 

There have been ſurpriſing Inſtances of 
this kind in extatick Fits and Trances ; 
which are but Sounder Sleeps, that cauſe 
more lively and intenſe Dreams : ſome 
in theſe Delirium's have fancied their Souls 
to have been tranſported to Heaven or 
if Hell, to have had perſonal Communica- 
1 tion with God and the Holy Trinity, 

| - have given deſcriptions of the Angels 

and their Habitations, and brought back 
| Meſlages, Propheſies and Inſtructions to 
Mankind, which Phœnomena's, however 
ſtrange at firſt fight, are eaſily to be ac- 
F| counted for by natural cauſes, for the 
. ideas and operations of our Minds being 
evidently produced, by the agitations and 
motions of the internal parts of our own 
Bodies, and impreſſions heretofore. made 
on them, as well as the actions of Ob- 
jets without us (which will be made 
appear in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe. ) 
It muſt neceſſarily happen when the Or- 
=_ gans of Sence (which are the Avenues 
and Doors to let in external Objects) 
t | — | | are 
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are ſhut and locked up << 8 "Ditteme | 
pers, or ſtrong Prejciices, that the amagi- 
nations produced from inward Cauſes muſt 
reign without any Rival, for the Images 
within us ſtriking firongly upon, and 
affecting the Brain, Spirits, or Organ, where 
the imaginative Faculty reſides, and all 
Objects from without, being wholly, | or in 
a great meaſure ſhut out and excluded, fo 
as to give no information'or aſſiſtance, we 
muſt unavoidably ſubmit to an evidence 
which meets with no contradiction, and 
take things to be as they appear. 

I conceive that Ig R of the Mind, 
which the Viſionaries in all Ages ha ve 


called the Inward Light, and leads all 


that have followed it into Pools and Ditch- 
es, to be like what is before deſcribed: 
for by their own deſcription it is only 
to be attained by renouncing the Senſes, and 


all the Intellectual Faculties, and wholly 


ſequeſtring their Thoughts from World- 
ly and material Objects, by which eleva- 
tion of Mind, they arrive to a more cloſe 
and intimate union with God, have in- 
ternal communication with bim, and by 
immediate Motions and Inſpirations _ 
all Truths, and whatever is neceſſary 
be done. This is what Men of e 
Notions call * 'their "Wits for ''s 


Venture, 
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Venture, and indeed is but a waking 
Dream, for they alike lock up all their 
ontward Senſes, which are the only Con- 
duits of Knowledge, and deliver, them- 
ſelves up to the guidance of wild Fancy, 
and conſequently muſt be actuated who- 
ly by their ſeveral Complexions, Con- 
ſtitutions and Diſtempers, which often 
make them Ixion like, embrace their own . 
Clouds and Foggs for Dieties. ” 
The ſame Viſions happen to us when 
our Organs are indiſpoſed by Sickneſs, 
and then according to the Nature of our 
Diſtempers, we fee ſuch appearances 
as our former Prejudices and Educa: 
tion have rendered moſt Dreadful or 
Delightful to us: Sometimes we ſee An: 
gels and Beatifick Viſions, ſometimes Di- 


vels with Inſtruments of Fear and Hor: 


Our. | $ 90: OJ 
The like is common amongſt Melan- 
choly and Hypocondriack Men, who often 
act in the Government of themſelves and 
Families with Prudence enough, and 


_ ſometimes have excellent qualifications in 

other reſpects, and yet a particular De- 
luſion has got ſuch hold of their Fan- 
cies; that: it is out of the Power of 
their Friends otherwiſe to | Cure them, 
than by ſeeming to comply with their 


of Superſtition, 15 
Imaginations: One thought his Noſe long 
enough to open Gates, another thought 
himſeif a Glaſs Bottle, and bid People 
ſtand out of his way leſt they ſhould 
Break Him; Even the Reverend Dr. Pel- 

ling believed himſelf with Child, and* 
could not be convinced to the contrary, 
till a Midwife pretended to deliver him 
of a Falſe Conception. Some have con- 
ceited themſelves to be God the Father, 

the Meſſias, the Holy Ghoſt, the Angel 

Gabriel, to be Monarchs, Popes and Em- 

perours, others have fancied themſelves 
to be Dogs, Cats and Wolves: mont 

A Gentleman now Living has f Spirits, p. 
ven an account in Print of 39% 

2 Converſation with Spirits for ſeveral 

Years together, and cloſes his Account 

with a diſtruſt of the reality of their 

Converſation with him, though he had 

ſaid before they appeared to him to be 

real, Many inſtances' of this kind are 
to be found in Burtons Melancholy, and 
more to be ſeen at. Bedlam. + | 
When the Delufions are thus apparent 
they ſerve others: for Mirth and Diver- 
ſion, and do no harm; but if they 
happen to Perſons, of whoſe Godlineſs 
and Wiſdom we have conceived an Opi- 
pion, they cannot fail of making ſtrong 


"6 The Ne * 


impreſſions upon us, eſpecially if their 
Vitions concur with our Prejudices and 
natural Fears. 
Though true Religion improves the 
 _ Faculties, exhilerates the Spirits, makes 
W: . the Mind calm and Serene, renders us 
uſeful to Society, and moſt active in the 
Affairs of the World, yet I dont know 
how it has happened, that in all Ages 
and Countries, Fanatical, Melancholiy, 
Enthufiaſtick, Monkiſh, Recluſe, Seque- 
ſtred Perſons have paſſed upon the World 
for Religious, lack Who — 4 in Cloi- 
ſters and Caves or became Pilgrims and Her. 
mits, who ſeeming not to mind the Af- 
fairs of this World, were believed 1 
know the more of the next. 

As nothing but diſappointed Pride, zu. 
diſpoſition of Body, diſturbance of Mind, Y 
or dejection of Spirit, can Work about 
this Strange Metamorphoſis,” ſo it is im- 
Poſſible when Men have abandoned the 
natural calm and ſerenity of their Minds, 
and diſturbed their Organs with wild ima- 
ö Wer: muſt ſee 1 an both 
_ .vicepiINg and ig 5 mand W t : 
have thus thoroughly impoſed upon 1 
ſelves, it will not be difficult to decei ive 
others, for there are ſo many in 


b whom Ignorance, Pride, 4 | 
cn, 
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E ceit, ill habit of Body, Melancholy and 


Splenatick Tempers, unfortunate Cir- 
cumſtances, cauſeleſs and ſecret - Fears, 
and a pannick diſpoſition of Mind have 
prepared for ſuch Impreſſions, that they 
can never want followers enough; not 
to mention ſuch who embrace their O- 


pinions Fraudulently, and to ſerve their 


own Ambition and Profit. 
Which of our Senſes does not af 
deceive us? Our Taſts and Smell will 


be quite Vitiated; ſtrong preſſures of 
the Ears make us hear Noiſes , of the 


Eyes, fee Fire; Strangling makes the 
whole World appear in Flames; the 
Jaundies make every thing ſeem Yel- 
low;  Calentures make the Sea look 
like a Delightful Green Medow ; things 


ſtrait in the Water will appear crook- 
ed; Mirrours will make Bodies appear 


where they are not, and magnifie, mul- 


_ tiply, or leſſen them; Bodies by Refra- 


ction will ſeem otherwiſe then they are, 


and by the Reflection, and due po- 


ſition of Glaſſes, may be made to appear 


in different places. 


It's evident the Divine Wiſdom hath 


10 formed and united our Souls and 
Bodies, that "oy nal aQt — 
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one another, inſomuch that there is no 
action of the Mind that does not cauſe 
a a (correſpondent one in the Body; nor 
no motion of the Body, that does not 
| uce a ſuitable affection in the Mind. | 
The different Paſſions of Love, Hate, 
Contempt, Shame, Pity, Hope, Del- 
pair, Admiration, Fear, Courage, An- 
ger, Luſt, G. not only cauſe. different 
Lineaments and Features in the Face, 
but give different motions to the Nerves, 
Muſcles, and every part of the Body; 
nor on the other fide, can the Body 
receive any impreſſions in which the 
Mind has not its ſhare: Both come in- 
to the: World together, and are after- 
wards joint Partners in all the' emer- 
gencies of Life : Both encreaſe in Youth, 
decline in Age, are nouriſhed with 
Food, enlivened with Wine, altered 
with Weather, refreſhed with Sleep, 
improved by Exerciſe, fatigued with 
Labour, opprefſed with Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs, enervated with Sickneſs, 
and often all the Noble Faculties and 
Operations of the Mind, are quite de- 
ſtroyed by the accidental diſturbance of 
the Organization of the Body, and ſome- 
mes ſet right again, and recovered by Phi- 


lick or Surgery. Be- 


Of Super/tttion, 19 
Beſides every thing in Nature is in 
conſtant Motion, and perpetually emit- 
ting Effluviums and minute Particles of 
its Subſtance, which operate upon, and 
ſtrike other Bodies. How are we af- 
fected with Smells and imperceptible 
Vapours, which often cauſe Epidemi- 
cal Diſtempers > Dogs will purſue their 
Maſters Scent through crouds of Peo- 
ple, and will trace their Steps through 
a Country, and find their way Home 
again at a great diſtance ; ſome People 
will turn Pale, and even Sound at a 
Cats being in the Room; we are of- 
ten infected with Diſtempers at a di- 
ſtance, the poiſonous Particles float- 
ing in the Air are often carried about 
in the Cloths of Phiſitians, Nurſes and 
Viſitants. And as Diſtempers are thus 
cauſed by Noxious Efflaviums, I ſee no 
reaſon why in ſome caſes they may 
not be cured by ſuch as are agreeable 
and Salutiferous; Greatrix is faid to 
have cured many Diſtempers by his 
Touch; The King, Evil is often cu- 
red by the Stroaking of a King right- 
bh Anoynted,, together with the help 

of ea vigorous Imagination, which is as 


unaccountable; ſome at the point of 
Death 


— 
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Death have been cured by putting a 
Youvrg Vigorous Perſon in the ſame 


Bed ; and 'tis a common obſervation, 
if a Healthy and Diſeaſed Perſon lye 


together, one grows better and the other 
worſe. 


Since therefore both Mind avid Body 


are vilibly affected with the Actions 


of other Beings, and of one another, 


and wherever we move we are ſurround- 
ed with Bodies, all which in ſome de- 
gree operate upon us, it cannot happen 
in the variety of actions and events In 


the World, but ſome muſt. appear ve- 


b extraordinary, and will not fall 
within common Obſervation, which has 
given opportunity to Men of Fraudu- 
Tent intention, to impoſe upon the Ig- 
norance and Credulity of others. 


How many Nations formerly, and 


even at this Day, believe Ecly pſes and 
Comets to be Supernatural, and to de- 
nounce the Anger of the Gods? How 
many miſtake the Stagnation of their 
own Blood for being Hag-ridden? How 
many Enthuſiaſts take their own Pre- 


judices and Whimſeys for Divine Im- 


pulſes, and the ſtruggels of their Rea- 
5. on for Temptations of the Devil? How 


pb many 


"Of Superſtition. 21 
many the Legerdemain and Tricks of 
Juglers for Conjuring and Witchcraft? 
What Frauds may be acted with Glaſſes, 
Speaking Trumpets, Ventriloquies, Ec- 

choes, Phoſpherus, Magick Lanthorns , 
ec. > Mathematicians for many Ages 
were thought to deal with the Devil, 
and in our own a Dancing Mare was 
Burnt in the Inquiſition of Portugal. For- 
merly Madmen were thought to be De- 
moniacks, and in ſome Countries at this 
Day, their Perſons are eſteemed Sacred, 
and their Raving to be Prophecy. The 
Americans take Paper and: Letters to be 
Spirits which carry Mens Thovghts from 
one to another, and indeed 'tis hardly 
conceivable by Nations who have no 
Notion of Writing, how Men ſhould 
Converſe at a diſtance, and know one 
anothers Thoughts, but by the mediation 
of viſible or inviſible Agents. If any one 
ſhould have more exquiſite Senſes than 
other Men (which is not difficult to ſup- 
poſe ) how many Diſcoveries would he 
make unaccountable to the reſt of Man- 
kind ; If he could follow Men or Beaſts 
by the Scent like Dogs, or See in the 
Dark like Cats: If he had the ſame 
Natural Preſage of Tempeſts, Thunder 
„ 5 B 3 and 
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and Lightning, Fair 'and Foul Weather 
as ſome Animals both at Sea and Land 
ſeem to have, how many People might 
he deceive by ſeeming Wonders and 
Miracles? We. naturally admire what we 
cannot apprehend, and ſeem to do ſome - 
fort of credit to our Underſtandings, 
in believing whatever is out of our reach 
to be Supernatural. | 
Many in other reſpects prudent enough, 
give too much countenance to theſe Fol- 
lies, in conceiving they attribute more 
Honour to the Divine Omnipotence, 
when they ſuppoſe he acts pro re natd, 
and accommodates his Providence to each 
ſingle Action and Emergency, then in 
believing that his Eternal Wiſdom hath 
ſo contrived and framed the whole Sy- 
ſtem. of Nature, and in its Original 
Conſtitution implanted ſuch Cauſes, as 
by their own energy ſhall produce all 
the Events in the World, (unleſs for 
ſome particular Reaſons he thinks fit 
to interpoſe his immediate Providence) 
than which nothing ſeems to be more 
derogatory to his Power, or more con- 
trary to the Nature of Things, which in 
many inſtances we all allow. | 


Who 


| Who is there that does not perceive 
that in Dreams, our Thoughts and De- 
ſires are the natural and neceſſary pro- 
ductions of the affections of our Bo- 
dies? If we lye Hot, we are ſubject to 
Angry and Paſſionate Dreams, if Cold, 
to Fearful ones; A Loaded Stomach 
raiſes up Apparitions of Devils, Ter- 
rors and Death; Opium gives to many 
the moſt agreeable Senſations; Dream- 
ing upon our Backs inclines us to Laſ- 
civious and Wanton Thoughts, and a 
due temperament of Body gives Sound 
Sleep without any Dreams at all; and 
yet how few are there, that do not 
believe their Wakeing Thoughts are all- 
together in their Power, without being 
able to give any Reaſon for the diffe- 
rence? 8 My; —_ 
Who is there that does not ſee that 
the Raving of a Man in a Feavour, 
the wild Diſcourſe of one in Bedlam , 
the Extravagancies of Drunken Men, 
and the Viſions of Diſtracted, are the 
neceſſary effects of Diſtemper, and a diſ- 
ordered Brain? and yet how few be- 
lieve the ſame of the other Follies and 
Impertinencies of their Lives, though 
but leſſer degrees of the ſame Paſſions? 
1251 B 4 much 
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much more it "we meet with any un- 
common Appearances or Phœnomena's 
of Nature, we immediately ſolve all our 
Doubes in recurring to the Divine Om- 


'S 
m tence. 


Nature in many circumſtances ſoerts 
to work by a ſort of ſecret Magick, 
and by ways unaccountable to us, and 
yet produces as certain, and regular 
events as the moſt ob jouſly Mechani- 
cal Operations. PaſtioN of the Mind, 
as well as Actions of the Body, are 
not: only communicated by all the Sen- 
ſes, but probably by other ways in- 
aiſcernable to us: Muſick not only 
works us into variety of Paſſions, but 
is ſaid to cure the Bite of a Tarantn- 
la, and makes the Perſon Affected Skip 
and Dance in ſpight of his raging Pain: 
How many can avoid being affected with 
the Groans or Sight of one in Miſe- 
ry, any unuſual Tone of the Voice, the 
Solemnity of 2 Coronation, the Pomp 
of a Funeral, the Farce of a Proceſ- 
ſion, the power of Eloquence, the 
Charmes of Poetry, the rich and ſplen- 
ded Equipage of Great Men, or the 
ſolemn Dump of an Enthuſiaſt > Sud- 
dain good or ill Neys give ſuch vio- 

lent 
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lent agitations to the Spirits, as ſome- 
times kills the Patigntz many are fright- 
ned into Convulſive Fits, and even in- 
to Diſtraction; the ſight of our Friends 
in Joy or in Grief produce the. ſame 
affections in us, before we know the 
cauſe of it in them; the Paſſion of 
Love is conveyed by wanton Glances, 
by the Touch, the Motion, and the Ear; 
and as far as appears to us, all other 
Paſſions are communicated by like means; 
The Frights and Longings of Women 
with Child ſtamp Images and Impreſ- 
fions, of the things feared or defired, 
on the Fztus's, which laſt after they 
are Born, and ſometimes as long as they 
live; There was once a remarkable ac- 
cident happened at the Acting of An- 
dromeda, at Abdera a Greek City, up- 
on an extream hot Day , that many of 
the Spectators fell into Feavours, and 
had this accident from the Heat and 
Tragedy together, that they did no- 
thing but pronounce Jambiques, with the 
Names of Perſews and Andromeda ; The 
Yawning of one Perſon infects a whole 
Company; the Tone, the Motions, the 
Geſtures, and Grimgces of thoſe we 
converſe with ſteal inſenſibly upon us, 
| | even 
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even when we endeavour to avoid them; 
Not only Nations and Se&s, but Pro- 
feſſions, and particular Societies of 
Men for the moſt part contract peculiar 
Airs, and Features, which are eafily 
diſtinguiſhable to a nice obſerver, * and 
one but of moderate skill in Phiſiog- 
nomy will diſcover a Parſon, a Qua- 
ker, or a Taylor, dreſs them how you 
pleaſe. 
There is a certain Sympathy and An- 
typathy in Nature, or to expreſs my 
ſelf otherwiſe, ſo agreeable or contrary 
contexture of different Bodies, as by a 
fort of natural Mechaniſm do incline 
to, or avoid another, this appears not 
only in Phiſical and” Philoſophical Ex- 
periments, but by many vulgar and 
common Obſervations; ſome bodies can- 
not be made to unite, others will not 
ſeparate; The Loadſtone draws Iron to 
it, Gold Quickfilver The Senfitive 
Plant ſhrinks from your Touch; Some 
« ſorts of Vegitables; though ſet at a di- 
- ſtance, attract one another and twine 
- together, others grow farther apart ; 
- Turkicocks fly at Red; Pheaſants will 
- ſtare upon the yes of a Fox till they 
fall upon him; a Ratleſnake go 
29 45 Eyes 


Eyes upon a Squerri), will make him run 


into his Mouth. 

All ſorts of Animals have their in- 
clinations and diſguſts to others, and 
we out ſelves have ſecret affections and 
averſions to Perſons, and Things, that 
we can no otherwiſe give an account 


of, then that Effluxes of Volatile A- 


nimal Spirits flow conſtantly from us, 
of ſuch form and configuration as eali- 
ly permeate and penetrate ſome Bodies, 
and are reſiſted by others of different 
textures and compoſition , and when 
entered, communicate the lame paſſions 
and diſpoſitions to Bodies ſuitably diſ- 
poſed, as they cauſed in the Body from 
whence they came, and in Bodies o- 
therwiſe 1 different Operations, 
as the ſame Wind or Breath blown in- 
to different Inſtraments cauſes various 
Muſick. | 

This may help to anfiddle - many 
Phænomena's and appearances of Nature, 
vulgarly aſcribed to Faſcination and 
Witchcraft; for why may not the diſ- 
agreeable efflaviums of a Diſeaſed Old 
Woman give à Child Convulſive Fits, 


as well as the Meazel+ and the g ral 


Fox, and the poiſonous and melancholy 
Vapours 
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Vapours ſteaming from an Enthufiaſt, 
cauſe Diſtraction and Raving as well 
as the Bite of a Mad Dog? | 
We perceive in a thouſand inſtances, 
the actions of others by an undeſigned 
imitation. produce the like in our ſelves; 
No Man is ſurprized to hear of one 
thrown into Convulſive Fits, with di- 
ſtorted Limbs and Countenance, at the 
ſight of another in the ſame conditi- 
on, and yet if a poor Enthuſiaſt with 
his Brains intoxicated with reading the 
Revelations, who has made a, lucky 
diſcovery. that the laſt Day is at hand, 
when the reſt of Mankind are to- be 
deſtroyed, that he and his acquaintance 
may enjoy Dominions, Principalities, 
and Powers; I fay if ſuch uncom- 
mon agitations of the Mind ſhould pro- 
duce as uncommon agitations of the 
Body, and cauſe the ſame in others, 
whoſe Intelle&s and Organs are wound 
up to the ſame pitch (as when two 
Violins are tuned alike, if you ſtrike 
upon one, the other Sounds) immedi- 
diately half the World is in an up- 
roar: Some will have theſe Fanatical 
Throws and Convulſions to be the work- 
ings and flowings of the Holy Pay ; 
woc _ the 
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the Parſons will have them to be ſome 


of the Devils Tricks to dumfound the 


Church; and even Men of good Senſe 


are not without apprehenſions, that they 


may be Jugling and confederate Kna- 


very in order to ſome dangerous de- 
fign, whereas they are as natural as 
Agues, Apoplexies, Epilepſies, or Fits 
of the Mother, which were formerly 


thought to be ſupernatural, and the 


| Perſons affected to be poſſeſſed with 


Spirits and Demons. Sir Richard. Buck- 
ley has endeavoured to prove theſe a- 
gitations always attended the true Pro- 
phets, and the Leiter of Enthuſcaſm has 


fully ſhewn they always accompanied 
the falſe ones. 


To ſtop the natural courſe of our 
Spirits, collect them all together, and 


endeavour to keep them fixt upon one 
ſingle Object or Opinion, is like dam- 


ing up the Current of a River, and 
leaving part of its Channel dry, that 
it may overflow the adjacent Countrey. 


The Beams of the Sun whilſt diſperſed 


give vital warmth, and nouriſnment to 
Men, Beaſts, and Vegetables, but if 


contracted to one point would ſet the 
World on Fire; ſo the Spirits of Man, 


whilſt 
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whilſt diffuſed through the Body, give 
proper and ſutable Motions and Vigour 
to the whole Machine, but if collect- 
ed all together muſt either burſt the 
Veins, or cauſe exceſſive Pains, Con- 
vulſions, Agitations, fits of Quaking 
and Trembling. A violent intention 
of Mind, long fixt upon the ſame 
Object, never fails giving Convulſive 
0 Diſtempers, Or making the Perſon Di- 
Some of the Quakers (if we may 
believe the Reverend Mr. George Keith 
in his Magick of Qualeriſu) have ar- 
rived to a great proficiency in this na- 
tural Magnetiſm, or Magick, having by 
a watchful and accurate obſervation of 
theſe mutual Effluxes and Emanations , 
which flow from one to another, at- 
taind to a diſcernment of Spirits, that is 
by the Eye, the Touch, and even by 
being in the ſame Room, to the know- 
ledge of their Friends from their Ene - 
mies, or thoſe of the ſame Party, Inte- 
reſt and Faction, from thoſe: of another: 
He ſpeaks of it as an undoubted mat- 
ter of Fact known amongſt them, that 
as betwixt the former there is an op- 
Poſition of Spitit to Spirit, that 12 


ceives only ſome {mall 
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be felt, ſo between the latter there is 
an Unity, Amity or Friendſhip of Spirit 
to Spirit, that is ſo diſcernable, that the 
rarely miſtake their Foe for their Friend, 

though all his Words, Carriage and 
Actions pretend it: They feel ſome ſe- 
cret Effluviums go forth tom their Hearts 
mutually from one another, and to one 
another, which are received by thoſe 
of the ſame Spirit, like a pleaſant Oyl or 
Cordial that doth ſenſibly gratifie them, 
vo by thoſe of another Spirit (if they 
nd room to enter) Hike ſo many 
Pinns and Needles that wound them, 
and penetrate the very Heart and Vital 
parts; and when the Patient — ſtrength 
enough to reſiſt their im he per- 
pol touch 
which is ungrateful to him. 
lle farther tells us, this Spirit of Que- 
keriſm is not only communicated by 
the Sight, he Touch, by 'Mtlodiotis 
and Mufical Sounds, 25 Well without 

Words as with them, but fometimes 
only by the ſimple feeling of a migh- 
ty Power that exer by ſelf in their 

Silent Meetings, which not only over- 

comes little Children ; but Perſons at 
| Age, 


32 The Natural Hiſtory * 


Age, and he gives an inſtance of ma- 
ny Boys and Girls at a Quakers Meet- 
ing at Waltham, ſeized with ſhivering 
Fits like an Ague, which went off and 
returned for. ſeveral Weeks together. 
This Author who. was formerly one 
of them , and is now a Miniſter of 
the Church of Exgland, would never 


in a Book written againſt the Delu- 
ſions of Quakeriſm confeſs theſe Facts, 


and endeavour. to ſolve them by Natu- 
ral cauſes, if he had not thought them 
to be undeniable, . and though tis not 
eaſie for others to give intire credit to 
ſuch uncommon Relations, yet we may 


be ſure the firſt Propagators of this 


Fanaticiſm muſt have hit upon ſome 
ſecret ii Nature to ſtrike the Paſſions, 
or ſo conſiderable a Sect could not on 
a ſuddain ſtart up from ſo inconſidera- 
Table a Founder as a poor Shoemaker, 


without Articles or Prieſts, though ex- 


cluded from Honours and Offices, Re- 
proached, Contemn'd, their Eſtates Con- 
fiſcated, their Perſons Baniſhed or thrown 
into noiſom Goals and Dungeons, and 
what is more, they continue to encreaſe 
though they are let alone. 


It's | 


- 
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Of Superſtition, 33 
Its a ſevere circumſtance which at- 
tends thoſe who oppoſe received Opini- 
ons, that in Argument they muſt ad- 
mit every thing ſuppoſed by their Ad- 

* verſaries to be true, if it be poſſible, 
and often what is not ſo, if the im- 
poſſibility be not very apparent; When 
once Men have imbibed ſtrong Preju- 
dices, which ſerve their preſent Intereſt, 
/ or*{trike forcibly upon their Hopes and 
Fears, every thing in Nature ſhall be 
made to contribute to their Syſtems 
Misfortunes to their Enemies are God's 
Judgments for their Sins, and fo are 
their Succeſſes too, becauſe they become 
thereby confirmed in their Errors; Good 
Fortune to themſelves, is God's Re- 
ward for their Piety, ill Succeſs is his 
Correction for their Amendment; eve- 
ry Thought which confirms their Opi- 
nion is a Divine Impulſe, which con- 
tradicts them, a Suggeſtion of the De- 
vil z every accident that attends them, 
every good or ill Seafon, every com- 
mon as well as uncommon appearance 
in Nature, is made an immediate Act 


of God, and either a Bleſſing or Judg- 
ment; any unuſual Operation of their 
own Minds or Bodies is imputed 1 
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the Holy "Gholt,_ 57 others that re of | 
different Sets to the Devil, ſo t ig 
tis impoſſible to Convert a Well ſet- 
led Enthuſiaſt ; you will in vain, gear . 
any thing to be ſupernatural whic 

thinks ſo, unleſs you can ſhew a vi- 

_ (ible connexion between 5 Cauſe and 
the Effect, and often that will not do 
neither, decauſe the weak efforts of Car- | 
nal Reaſon, are unable to ſearch into 
the hidden Miſteries of God. 

Who would undertake to convince 
one of the Sect juſt before mentioned, 
that his Tranſports, and his Pannick | 
Fears, his Tremblings and his Quakings 
are owing to Natural Cauſes, and not 
the immediate Spirit of God? Twill 
be in vain to tell him that the ſame 
were common to an Infamous Sect in 
Old Rome, to the Pythian Propheteſs , 
the Sills, the 13 in Spain, the 
Fanaticks in Germany, are now Added 
over again by a - new whimſical Sect in 
England, and indeed have accompanied 
Almoſt every Fanaticiſm that ever ap- 
peared in the World; He has an An- 
wer ready, which is "nook againſt. all 
Objeckions, „ that himſelf and thoſe of 


his Party are Inf ired by the Holy- 
n Ghoſt, 


_ 


Of Superſtition, 35 

Ghoſt, but all others are Actuated by 
the Devil, in order ta promote Here- 
ſy: It requires leſs pains to believe a 
Miracle, than to diſcover it to be an 
Impoſture, or account for it by the 
Powers of Nature, which notwithſtand- 
ing I think may be ſhewyn to have pro- 
duced and ſet at work moſt of the 
Enthefiaſms that ever happened, and 
particularly our Illuminated Sects here 
at Home, with all their Convulſions , 
Tremblings and Quakings. N 
It has been already obſerved, that ma- 
ny of our Paſſions will not only cauſe 
agitations of the Body, Convulſive Fits 
and Trances, but even Kill us; great 
exceſſes of Love, Fear or Joy, will make 
us Shake and Quiver, great veneration 
for the Perſon or Aſſembly we Speak 
before, will make many Tremble and 
Quake like an Apen Leaf, ſome have 
been ſtruck Silent, and others have fal- 
len to the Ground; How then mult an 
Enthuſiaſt be ſurprizedy; who believes 
himſelf honoured with the extraordina- 
ry Viſits of a Deity, and the lilap- 
ſes of the Holy-Ghoſt into his Soul? 
What Motions, Agitations, Convulſions, 
eee ee muſt be . 
ie 2 dy 
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by the co-operation of the Paſſions of 
Love, Devout Fear and 'Awe, Joy and 
Veneration in ſo bigh and tranſcendent 
a degree? What agreeable Senſations 
muſt he feel? How Raviſhing Joys and 
Tranſporting Raptures ? Sure | whoever | 
goes about to undeceive him, would 
deſerve the ſame Thanks as thoſe who 
Cured the Madman in Horace , that be- 
fore thought himſelf a Prince, and when 
he found his Miſtake , cryed out in a 
Rage 3 


\ 


Pol me occid iſtis, Amici, 
Non ſervatis ait, cui ſic extorta voluptas, 
| Ex demptus per vim mentis gratiſſumns Error, 


As theſe _ many other ſurprizing 
Appearances, are only the co-operations 
and united force of different, and ſome- 


times contrary Paſſions, ſo our Paſſions 
are t 


fects o 


Mechanical and neceſſary Ef- 
the Complexion, Conſtitution, 


and Diſtempers of our Bodies, which 


take their riſe, and receive conſtant al- 
teration from the Accidents of Diet, 
Climate, Air, Education, Phifick, Exer- 
ciſe, and the perpetual Actions of exter- 
nal Mats encoipeling us on * Tm 

il 


. 


ler, and 


— 
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Phi itians have diſcovered . certain 2 

tures of the Elements, ang firſt Princi- 


ples of the Bodies of Animals, which 


they have diſtinguiſhed by the Names 


„ Phleme, _ Yellow Cho- 
lack, which i is alſo Icalled 
Melancholy, n and common experience 


proves that from the different mixture, 
2 vain and variation of theſe \Humours, 


of San 


or ſome other compounds, are owing 
all the Diſpoſitions and Diſtempers of 


che Mind and Body. 

Sanguine, is a compoſition of Hot and 
Moiſt, and flou iſnes moſt in Youth, 
gives a vigorous motion to the Limbs, 
3 Purple, Roſy, and florid Complexion 
to the Face, white and ſoft Skin, ſpi- 
ning and reddiſh Hair on the Head, 


and little on the Body: It 9 1 
like New Wine juſt put into the Cask, 


makes us Thou htte. Brisk and Airy, 
Bold, Inſolent = Wanton, Extrava- 


gant, Luxurious, and immoderately gi- 
ven to Mirth and Pleaſure, which 
race well: deſcribes in the following Ver- 


- 


ſes, 


Gerberks We e Cultede remota, 


ra, equis, canibuſgʒ & aprici gramipe 
fanpi. Cc 3 Ce- 


— — 
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6 "Cirexs in vitium * nronitoribus Ser, 
Diilium tardis proviſor, prodigas rio, 
Sublimis eupid * amt  relinquere der- 
"3 nix. ot 7 a + 
7 . 
” I cute th Side 5 bolt and gentle Va- 
jours tö riſe to t e Brain, Which in- 
Tpire agteeable a pleafant Dreams, 
and chiefly of ſuch Subjects as the Mind 
1 . echsef ue with in the * as is well 
erste by Cluiltian. | : 


'Ohrnia que ſenſu ir ber- Ass 
Pkttore ſopito FeUdit amica quiet. 1 
Vpnator defelſa toro jam membra reponit, 
"Mens 555 44 Pda C ſua luftra redit ; 
uditibus liter, aiirige ſomnia currus 
240 woltiralis pa cavetur equis 3 
' Bags gaullet amians, peruutat navita merces, 
E: 2% elapſis 7 'Grerit avaris opes, 1 
3 Habit Poe: ftientibu epris 
whe 


Irre. Rus rn fl "pb ute fopor : 
A ae ſab: vocke fllenti, 
Alber * fat citare ſoles,” 
22 | L Lib. 3. Fræ. 5 


Fleme is a mixture of cold and Moiſt, 
atid” 3b6unds'in Winter, when the 
ces for w-ant of due Warmth and 


— gol. 39 
F are . Crude anc ndigeſted , like 
Wine in the Prefs before it has Fer- 
mented. The Complexion is white, the 
Skin 05 „the Urine pale, the Body 
"| * inclinable to be groſs, y Muſcles 5 7 
Veins ſugk and hid, the Hair lank and 
thin, , and for want of Nouriſhment 
quickly grows grey; the native Heat 
being overcome with Moiſture, the Sen- 
ſes become leſs quick, the Powers of 
the Mind dull, luggiſh and ſtupid, the 
Speech flow , and the Memory looſes 
its getentive Faculty, but People of this 
Complexian are Steady, Good-natured, 
11 hard to be Provoked, and free from all 
Guile, Fraud and Treachery. 
In Sleep moiſt: Vapours aſcending to the 
, KBrain, - them Dream of Hail, Snow, 
' lee and Rain, of Rivers and Baths, and 
etimes they miſtake. their Bed for an 
rinal. This Conſtitution "cauſes hea- 
+ of ſtuffings i in the Head, running 
and dimneſs in the Eyes, noĩſes and 
ringing in the Ears, Diſtillations, Coughs, 
Catarrs, intenſe Pains, if the Humour 
ſettle . in particular parts, as alſo Scabs, 
Tetters, Scurvies, Leprofies „ and ſome 


ſorts of Feavours. 


C 4 Choler 


cw 
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Cholet is a compoſition of Hot and 
Dry, of a fiery Colour and Effect, and 


abounds men in the Summer Months: 
It makes the Complexion pale, the Body 
lean, ſlender and muſculous, the Skin 


hot and Hairy, 


the Hair curled, the 


Water high colourd , the Pulſe ſwift 


and ſtrong, and the Veins prominent. 


People of this Complexion are Chear- 


ful, Forward and Active, have a great 
command of Thoughts and Words, and 


rowꝛling and ready Eloquence, but are 
Buiſy, Imperious, Paſſionate, Variable, 


' Uncertain, r Defi igniog and Trea- 
cherous. 1 


0 aig — 4 den bel, £4 
Fran . infidieqs 5 8 noxia crimina cordi. 


In Sleep, baroink vapour flying up 


to the Brain, cauſe tumultuous and an- 
gry Dreams, Fury and Slaughter raging 


on every fide and T owns, Cities and 
| Woods 4 in Fl: mes. , 


Eregitaut viſe quies, Somnique firenter 
At aliena premit vani terroris imago. 


11x50 Lucan; 1. 3. 
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This Complexion inclines to the Jaua- 


dies, to Twiſtings of the Guts, with in- 
tollerable Pains and Tortures, to Terti- 


an and Burning Feavers, which cauſe* 
Raving and er 

The Atra-bilis or Melancholy, is a com- 
pound of Cold and Dry, and abounds 
moſt in Spring and Autumn: Its a Viſ- 
cous and Sour juice, and conſiſts of 


the thicker Parts and Dregs of the Blood, 


which tis the Duty of the Liver to Se⸗ 
perate, and as it were to Scum and Cla- 
riſie; and if this Office be duly per- 
formed the Spirits are Pure and Clear, 
and give an active Motion to the Brain, 
which cauſes profuſe Joy and Mirth ; 


otherwiſe the Spleen and Ventricle be- 


come Obſtructed, and then ſour and poi- 
fonous Vapours aſcending to the Brain, 
as it were from corrupt and ſtinking 


Pools, the Animal Spirits are Vitiated, 


from whence ariſe Swimmings in the 


Head, Tremblings and Palpitations of 


the Heart, deep Sighs, Inquietude: and 


alienation of the Mind, Grief, Anxie- 


ty, Dejection, Abſurd Thoughts, Anxi- 


ous and Pannick Fears, and a Ty of 
5 n "30 ' 
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| Miſer in ; fois merens errobet opacis 
Per campos ſolus latos atque evia rena, 


_ i uu car _ baminups e vi 
_ 


* 


Every Noiſe ien ho ' they di- 
ſtruſt every body, fear F riends and Ene- 
mies alike, are haunted with vain and 


cauſeleſs:Terrors of Conſcience, and both 


ſleeping and waking ſee dreadful Images 
and Apparitions of I Devils and 8 he- 
ect _ Eyes. 


Note brevan fi _ indulſit cura ſaporem, 
Et toto uerſata toro jam wembra quieſcuut. 
Coptinuo:templum G. violati uumiui ara 
| 0 7 2 in ſomno, ac c merten adoribus ur- 


g Hi = trepidant & 4 ona Fulgure 
pDaallent, D 

Coe 3 examines primo quoque, nere 
en 


6 


Juve. Satyr 13. 


19 In Dreams t they try to run away frm 


theſe frightful Images, but in the Attempt 
Ken Frength fails them, their Knees ſink 


under 


r anxictss, nec meuſæ tempere ceffat, # 


T Tipo F R = 
under under them, and cheir Limbs will not ſup- 
t the Weight of their Bodies, which 
Virgil well — in the following 
Verſes. 


4 velut In ſownis ates abi languids 
brelſit WY 

Nocte quies, mequicquats — extendere 

c 

Velle videmur, & in dis inetd egi 

Succidimis, non OY valet, non corpore 
notæ | 

Cuffs cientovires, nec vox nec verba Jequen- 
ur. 


Virg. Libre. 


Though this ſort of Cholar is f in its 
own Nature cold, yet being very diy 
takes Fire like Tinder. S 8 
obſerves, when Melancholy is 8e. 30, 
once heated, it is like Boilag Q 
Water, and tranſcends the Fhme of Fire, 
and then Sulphurious Exhalations flying 
up to the Brain, fill 'he-Mind wich lives 
Imaginations, quicken: and enlarge the 
Wit and ee and make the Tongue 
to Admiration fluent and eloqu nent, and 
when heated to a great "cauſe Ra- 


vings Frenzy, and Madneſs. | 
| This 


44 The Natural Hiſtory 
"This will account for the. ſadden chan- 
benin perſons of this Complexion: When 
the Humour is in its Natural State they are 
heavy, grave, anxious, fearful, dejected and 
oppreſs d with Grief and Deſpair 3 talk of 
nothing but Humility, Mortification, Diſ- 
3 and Deſertion; but if heated 
with Exerciſe, Wine, the Converſation of 
agreeable Men and Women, or any other 
accidental Cauſe on a ſudden, they will 
be ſurprizingly joyful, gay and wanton, 
full of Laughter and pleaſant Conceits, 
bright, and ſometimes extravagant thoughts 
and Expreſſions. Melancholy partakes 
much of the Nature of Wine, which 
makes ſome Men pleaſant, others quarrel- 
ſome, ſome ſilent, others noiſie, ſome la- 
ſcivious, others impotent, bade crying, 
Wen ln H l r 
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Gollicitit animis onus eximit, & docet artes 
EFecunlli calices quem non fecere diſertum ? 

Cutrad i erer in paupertate ſolutum ? 

0 10 T i ern br: Hor. . Ep.. 
8 3135090 .;-0: ' ; 
2 Es Features, Viſaggs, 

or and Diſtempers incident to 1775 

t ele 


Oe j abet eſſe ratas in prælia trudit inermem, 
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cheſe Conditions of Melancholy, which 
fbr brevity ſake I omĩt 3 nor do I pretend 


to have given an exact Phyſical Account 


of the other Phœnomena's above menti- 
oned, much leſs to diſcover the inward 
Frame and Conſtitution of Subſtances; 
which can be known to no Man till God 
Almighty in another State has given us 
new Senſes and Faculties; (all the Know- 
ledge we have in this, being ſome few ob- 
vious Effects and Operations Bodies have 
upon one another ;) nor is ſuch exactneſs 
neceſſary, my Purpoſe: being only to:ſhew 
in general, that the Paſſions and other qua- 
lities of the Mind, are the neceſſary Pro- 
ductions of theſe, or ſome other unknown 
Mixtures and Compoſitions of the Body, 
which as they are infinitely variable in 
Degree and Proportion, and receive per- 


petual Alteration by the Bodies emitting 


and receiving new Particles, as well as 
different Modifications of thoſe it had be- 
fore by the Actions of external Objects; 
ſo our Features, Complexions, Conſtitu - 
tions, Diſtempers, Senſes, Paſſions, and 
other Affections of the Mind,; muſt be 
vaſtly different, and probably two Men 


never had exactly the ſame, or the ſame 


Man at different time.. 
1 6 ae 10 N CCI» 
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A certain Organization of the Body, 
and Mixture of Juices in the Blood, con- 
curring with ſuitable and correſpondent 
Actions of other Beings without us, pro- 
dace Prudence, Temperance, Moderation, 
Humanity, Indolence and Complacency of 
Mind; different Conftitutions produce vi- 
olem and unruly Appetites : Our Virtues 
as well as Health conſiſt in having mode- 
rate Deſires and Averſions, or which is all 
one, and Fears to which all our 
Paſſions arè reducible ; in a certain degrec 
they are neceſſary to the Preſervation of our 
Beings, and all the Duties of Life, in a 
greater, they become Vices, and at laſt Ra- 
ving and Madneſs, Courage ſoon grows 
into Anger, and then Rages Frngality 
makes an eaſy Progreſſion to Covetouſneſs, 
then Miſerableneſs, and that Want it wou d 
avoid ; there is a ready tranſition from Be- 
nevolence into Generoſity Profuſeneſs and 
Extravagance; from Religion. not con- 
ducted by Reaſon, into Superftition and 
Fanaticiſm ; and of Hope into Confidence, 
Pride, Conceit, and Vain - Glory. All theſe 
in their Exceſſes are ſeveral kinds of Mad- 
neſs, which is but violent Paſſion that pro- 
duces ſtrange and unuſual Behaviour, of 
the numerous ſorts whereof one might un- 


roll a Legion, and perhaps no one is with- 
ha | out 
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fits or walks Muſing alone. 
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out 4 Tincture of one kind or other, 
rig I im perſwaded the moſt Sober 
an will 1 true of Himſelf, 
if he reflects upon the vanity and extra- 
vagance of his Secret Thoughts, when he 


The Mind in its natural State is con- 
tented with common Thoughts and Con- 
ceptions, but when the Spirits are rai- 
feq above their proper Pitch, like fer- 
mented Liquor, they endanger the Veſ- 
ſel, and when elevated to a very high 
degree, are Fired like Gunpowder, which 
blows up it ſelf, and every thing elſe 
about it: Some Indiſpofitions make the 
Body many times Stronger than in full 
Health, others produce a ſtrange and 
uncommon Energy in the Brain, which 
cauſes ſurprizing Diſconrſes, and Rap- 


. Codies of lofty Words and Thoughts, 


and a ſtrength of Imagination which is 
inconceivable, that can bring and cute 
Diſtempers, carry People in Sleep out 
of their Beds, and conduct them ſafe 
over Bridges and Precipices, where they 
durſt not venture when Awake, but it 
is in nothing more ſurpriſing then in the 
Power it has over the Mind, to make 
it miſgake it ſelf, and its own Infirmi- 


& * . 
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ties, for the Spirit of God; This is 
what is called Enthuſiaſm , by which 
word is meant a ſtrong and, impetuous. 
Motion, or extraordinary and tranſcen-. 
dent Ardor, Fervency or Pregnancy of 
the Soul, Spirits or Brain, which is vul- 
garly thought to be Supernatural. | 
Mankind in their Ignorance of Cauſes, 
have been always prone to believe ſome 
ſpecial Preſence of God, or a Superna- 
tural Power to be in whatever is unu- 
ſual Great or Vehement. This made the 
Ancients aſcribe Thunder and Lightning 
to Jupiter, Wiſdom to Pal/as, Craft to 
Mercury, the lively Thoughts produced 
by Wine to Bacchus, Storms and Tempeſts 
to Eolur, the Rapſodies of Poetry to the 
Muſes, Courage to Mars, Rage and Mad- 
neſs to the Exmenides or Furies, the Paſ- 
ſions of Love to Cupid, the Productions 


of the Earth to Ceres, and things ſeem- 3 


ingly Accidental to Fortune; To theſe 
Idols of their own Fancies they built 
Magaificent Temples, endowed them with 
Prieſts, Lands, Officers and Revenues 
and Worſhipped them with Oblations, 
Prayers and Thanks ; this diſpoſition gave 


riſe to the Worſhipping of Heroes, Legiſ- 
lators and Founders of new SeQs and 
R 
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Opinions, for the People perceiving un- 
common Wiſdom, Eloquence, Reſolution 


1 


and Succeſs to attend all their Words and 
Actions, believed them to be Inſpired 
and Aſſiſted by ſome Superiour Power, 
and ſo intirely abandoned themſelves to 
their Conduct whilſt Living, and Ador'd 


them when Dead. . 
Tis this makes a Melancholy Man mi- 


ſtake the impetuous Tranſport, whereby 
he is Fervently and Zealouſly carried in 
Matiers-of Religion, for Divine Inſpira- 
tion, and the Power of God in him; for 
feeling a ſtorm of Devotion coming upon 
him, his Heart full of Godly affection, 


' his Head in his own Opinion pregnant 
with clear and ſenſible Repreſentations , 


his Mouth flowing with powerfal Elo- 
quence, and not being able to obſerve 
trom what conduct of Reaſon or other 
cauſes in Nature this ſudden Change pro- 
ceeds, imme diately concludes it to be 
the Power of God working Supernatu- 
rally in him; he thinks every ſudden Help 
or Evaſion, every lucky hint to avoid 
Dangers or compaſs Deliverances, to pro- 
ceed immediately from God, every ima- 
gined diſcovery of an Error held by 
others, to be a Supernatural Revelation, 

* _— = every . 
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every fine and curious Thought tl chat ſteals 


into his Mind, a pledge of the Divine 
Favour, and a ſingular Illumination, every 
ſtaring and rampant Fancy, every unbri- 


dled bold and confident Obſtruction of 


his own uncouth and ſupine [nvention to 
be a ſpecial Truth, and the Power and 
Preſence of God in his Soul : He eſteems 
his Pride and Tumour of Mind, his ſtiff, 
inflexible and unyielding Temper , his 
ſteady and obſtinate reſolution to admit 
no demonſtration againſt his Opinions, 
and to ſuffer Torture or Martyrdom, to 
be the ſpecial Support and Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance of God, and his ardent Zeal, and 

implacable deſire of Revenge towards all 
| who oppole him, to be the more than or- 
dinary influence and impulſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, for the extirpation of Hereſy, 
whereas the Enthuſiaſt is only intoxicated 
with Vapours aſcending from the lower 
Regions of his Body, as the Pythian Pro- 
Pheteſs of old, in her Prophetick Trances, 
was by the power of certain Exhalations 
breathing from ſubterranean Caverns, for 


all theſe appearances are eaſily reſolvible 


into the power of Melancholy, which is 
but a ſort of natural Inebriation, the 


ſame effects being ** often n 
aa 
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and *tis obſervable that ſuch highflown 
and bloated Expreſſions, Rapſodies of 
flight and lofty Words, and rowling and 
and ftreaming Tautoligies , which fall 
from Enthuſiaſts, generally happen to 
Perſons before they are Stark Mad. 
The particular diſpofition of the Blood, 
which produces this temper of the Mind, 
ſeems to be the predominance of Aduſt 


Melancholy, well impregnated with Gall, 


the. firſt gives preſumptious Confidence, 
and the latter Inſolence and Impatience of 
Contradiction, which if it prevails ſo 
much in ſpeculative Queſtions, which re- 
gard no Mans Profit or Power, and that 
both ſides agree, are to be determined by 
the rules of Reaſon (in ſo much that 
people of this Complexion can Converſe 
with none but of their own Opinions ) 
what havock maſt it make in matters of 
Religion? Upon which Subject almoſt 
all Mankind ſeem to have agreed by u- 
niverſal Conſent to talk Unintelligibly , 
and by that means have endeavoured to 
deſtroy or take away the- only criterion 
between Truth and Falſhood, Religion 
and Superſtition ; Every fide pretends to 
Viſions, Revelations,” Miracles and My- 
ſteries, expect to be believed upon their 

2 Da own 
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2 The Natural Hiſtory 
own Authority, and purſue all who dare 


oppoſe them, with Vengeance and De- 
ſtruction, as perverſe Unbelievers, He- 


reticks, Deiſt and Atheiſts, which cha- 
ricable and polite Language is promiſcu- 


ouſly given by and to all Parties and 


Factions in Religion. 


Though at firſt ſight it appears very 
abſurd, that all Mankind ſhould be con- 


cerned in the Viſions and Revelations 
of two or three Men, when few of the 


ſame Nation or Diſtri& can know their - | 


Perſons, fewer their Sincerity, and whe- 
ther they are Inſpired by God, are De- 
ceived themſelves, or intend to Deceive 
others; It muſt be more ſo to expect 
Nations diſtant in Scituation, Language 
and Cuſtoms, to leave their Affairs and 
Habitations to hunt after Prophets, Mi- 
racles, and Revelation Mongers, or give 
credit to the fabulous or uncertain Sto- 


ries or | Legends of People they know 


nothing of, when we can hardly be- 
lieve any thing ſaid to be done in the 
ſame Town or Neighbourhood, and ſcarce 
in the ſame Houſe, or tell a Story of 
ever ſo fimple Particulars, that we can 
know again when we hear it; It is 


yet more . ridiculous to oblige all the 


World 


„„ 


world to rake into => Rubbiſlrof An- 
_ tiquity , to learn all Languages, exa- 
= 41 Syſtems, and thereby diſcover 
all Impoſtures, Forgeries, Interpolations, 
Errors and Miſtakes, or elſe ſubmit to the 
Guidance of others who are neither Ho- 
neſter nor Wiſer than themſelves, and be- 
ſides have an Intereſt to Deceive them; 
|; Vet the true Enthuſiaſt ſees none of theſe 
Difficulties, ſtares at no Abſurdities; ve- 
ry ſure he is that he has received fre- 
quent Revelations, is thoroughly ſatis- 
5 d of his own Inſpiration and Miſſion, 
1 and expects all Mankind, both now and 
hereafter, to be ſo to; He has given 
| them ſufficient notice, by promulgating 
1 his Dod rine amongſt a few that he can 
perſwade to Hear him, and condemns 
| all the reſt as Obſtinate Contumacious He- 
1] 1; reticks, and wilful Tranſgreffors againſt 
Demonſtration and evident Light: A- 
verſion, Pride and Fury in the ſhape of 
| Zeal, like a mighty Storm ruffles his 
Mind into Beating Billows, and Boiſte- 
| . rous FluQuations; At laſt he is all ina 
Rage, and no Church Buckets to quench 
| his Fiery Religion, Religion and the 
Glory of God drives him on: The Ho- 
ly Enthuſiaſtick longs to Feaſt and Riot 
1 Fi 3 
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upon hu 
Nations 
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mane Sacriſces, turn Cities 5 and 
into Shambles, and deſtroy 


nn 
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Fire and Sword ſuch who dare thwart 
and all the while like ano - 


his Frenzy, 


Plays upon his Härpe, and 
gb ; vey Conflagrati 
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